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‘of Moses? Surely we are correct in this as 
tion; and sure we are that the enlightened Chris- 
tian and philosopher will gladly admit the truth of 
a position. which scarcely admits of a doubt. 
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the Creator himself; and nation after nation has But why should this be a cause of prejudice. 


more or less taken up the same belief, and follow- against us, since the evident words of the Bible 
ed as divine the precepts which the code of Israel| teach this doctrine, as we understand the scrip- 
contains. It is not to be denied that the Jews|tares? For thus it says:—* Hear, O Israel, the 
themselves have not duly honored their divine| Lord our God, the Lord is one.’’— Deut. vi. 4. 
law; they have often been rebellious; they have|‘t Know, therefore, this day, and consider it in 
frequently thrown off the yoke; they have again|thine heart, that the Lord he is God, in heaven 
and again walked in the ways of the heathen;| above, and upon the earth beneath; there is none 
still, will any one deny that they were the first, else.”’—Jbid. iv ** See now, that I, even I, 
and for a long time the only nation who believed|am He, and there is no God with me; | kill, and 
truly in the Creator alone? who possessed and | make alive; 1 wound, and I heal; neither is 
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laws, which is the best safeguard of liberty? the Ibid. xxxii. 39.“ Wherefore, thou art great, O 
only true standard of justice? Look at the deca- Lord God; for there is none like thee, neither is 
logue! it is called the moral constitution of the there any God beside thee, according to all that 
world; and where do you find precepts so just, so we have heard with our ears.” —Samuel vii. 22 


- my servant whom I have chosen: 


The|siah; and we assert that for our part the law is of 





simple, so cogent, embraced in so few words? 

Admit they are divine, (certainly we do not claim 
to have invented them) still, who possessed them 1 
before all other nations? Do we then boast un- 
justly, when we aver that our law is the fountain 
of modern civilization? that whatever was good in 
heathen ideas had to be purified by the legislation 


* That all the people of the earth may know that 
the Lord is God, and that there is none else.’’— 
Kings viii. 60. “ For thou art the glory of our 


strength; and in thy favor our horn shall be exalt-| 
‘offer an atonement, nay, not even himself; and if 


ed. For the Lord is our defence; and the Holy 
One of Israel is our king...—Pesalm |xxxix. 17, 
18. “Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and 


that ye may 
know and pelieve me, and understand that I am 
Hr; before me there was no God formed, neither 
shall there be after me. 1, even I, am the Lorn, 
and beaide me there is no Savior.’’—Jsaiah x\ni. 
10711. “I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy 
tragsgressions for mine own sake, and will not 
remembeg, thy sins.”—IJbid. 25. “Thus saith 
the Lorie King of Israel, and his Redeemer, 
thegLor Hosts; | am the first, and | am the 
last, and beside me there is no God.” —Jbid. xliv. 
6. ‘But Israel shall be saved in the Lord with 
an everlasting salvation.’’—J bid. xlv. 17. « Look 
unto mf®, and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth; for | am God, and there is none else.” 
Ibid. xlv. 22. “In the Lord shall all the seed 
of Israel be justified, and shall glory.”’—Jbid. 
25. 


We will not multiply texts, in the limited space 
necessarily assigned to this article, and be con- 
tent with the few already given, selected at ran- 
dom almost, from the ordinary version of the Bi- 
ble, with but one exception. We contend from 
these and many others, that the scriptures teach 
an absolute, not a relative unity in the Godhead; 
that the same Being, who existed from the begin- 
ning, and who called forth all that exists,—the 
Lorp God of Hosts.—is the sole Legislator and 
Redeemer of all his creatures. We contend that 
a divided unity, or a homogenous divinity com- 
posed of parts, is nowhere spoken of in the Old 
Testament, our only rule of faith; and that no- 


‘thing not contained therein can become by any 


possibility, matter of faith and hope for an Israe}- 
ite. We know well enough that some ingenious 
accommodations have been invented by learned 
men to reconcile the above texts with the re- 
ceived opinions of Christianity; but we have al- 
ways been taught to receive the scriptures literal- 
ly: we assert that the law is not allegorical; that 
the denunciation of punishment against us has 
been literally accomplished; and that, therefore, 
no verse of the Bible can in its primary sense be 
taken otherwise than in its literal and evident 
meaning, especially if this is the most obvious, 
and leads to no conclusion which is elsewhere 
contradicted by another biblical text. Now, no- 
thing is more evident than that the unity of God 
is the fundamental principle of the Bible revela- 
tion; since it was contrived, to use this word, by 
divine wisdom, to counteract the frightful follies 
of polytheism, which had overspread the world. 
We then say, if God be absolutely onz,—if He is 
not conceivable to be divided into parts,—if there 
is no Saviour beside Him, it follows that there 
can be no personage who could by any possibility 
be called “Son of God,” or the mediator be- 
tween God and man. An independent deity he 
cannot be, neither can he be an associate; and if 
he be neither, how can he be more a mediator 
than any other creature ? since one man cannot 
atone for the sins of another; as we are informed 
in Exodus, xxxii. 33:—“And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him 
will I blot out of my book;’’ which evidently 
teaches that every sinner has to make atonement 
for himself, and can obtain pardon only through 
the undeserved mercy of the Lord. If now, the 
mediator is not the Creator himself, he cannot 


he could, he would be equal to the One from 
whom all has sprung, and such a being is impos- 
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sible, in accordance with the testimony of the 
Bible. 

From this it follows, that we Jews cannot ad- 
mit the divinity of the Messiah of Christians, nor 
confide in his mission upon unitarian principles; 
since the books containing an account of his life 
all claim for him the power of mediatorship, if not| 


their scattered state among all nations. -We, as 
a distinct class of men, have always been the best 
evidence of the truth of revelation; for our being 
in existence, with the possession of a distinct 
code of laws founced upon reason and truth, in 
ages of darkness and falsehood, can only be ac- 
counted for upon ihe supposition that the laws 


an equality with the Supreme, both of which ideas/&nd doctrines which are so wise and true must 


we reject as unscriptural. 


If, then, there has been as yet no manifestation 
of the divine will in respect to a repeal of the law 
(since we cannot believe a mere man to have, by 
simple preaching and the exhibition of miracles, 
even admitting their authenticity, been able to 
abrogate what God so solemnly instituted ) we 
again claim that the whole ceremonial and reli- 
gious, as well as civil, legislation 
this day unrepealed, and is consequé 
on us Israelites, the proper recipients ofthe Mo- 
saic code, as on the day of its first promulgation. 


We in this manner acknowledge and imaintain 
that we do not believe in the mediatorship, nor in 
the mission of the Messiah of the Christians, nor 
in the abrogation of the Mosaic law of works. 





But we nevertheless contend that this rejection of 


the popular religion is no cause for the entertain- 
ment of any ill-will against us, nor for the efforts 
which some over-zealous people every now and 
then make for our conversion. We have already 
exhibited above, how the belief of Abraham, en- 


ere by Moses, and now acknowledged by the, 


Jews, is one of purity and morality, and one which 
aan the strongest possible supports for civil 
society, especially a government based upon prin- 
ciples of equality and liberty of the person. We 
challenge contradiction to this position, which we 
sustain as impregnable both to the shafts of witti- 
cism, and the attacks of cold reasoning. 
therefore say, that our presence in any communi- 
ty cannot work any injury to those who differ 
from us in religion, since we are peace-loving and 
loyal, wishing to do to others those acts of bene- 
volence which we may desire to claim from them 
in our day of need; and that our speculative opt- 
nions cannot work any injury to the systems which 
exist around us, inasmuch as we do not seek to 
aggrandize ourselves at the expense of others, 
and abstain from weakening the religious impres- 
sions of other sects, unless it be in self-defence. 


For the truth of this we appeal to the history of 


the United States, France and Holland, where 
the Jews have for many years enjoyed entire lib- 
erty of conscience, without any injury to other 
denominations, or the state at large. We say, 
that we endeavor to instil principles of honesty in 
our people; and hence that but few indeed are 
ever brought to the bar of justice, or encumber 
the poor and workhouses, to the disgrace of their 
name and the reproach of their fellows in belief. 
So much with respect to unjust prejudice. But 

with regard to the efforts at conversion, they are 
equally ‘senseless. ‘To the Jew his existence is a 
manifestation and evident display of the divine 


power. How must a Christian regard it? Let 
us see. “Who had the Bible first?’ The Jews. 


**Who was selected by God as the people to bear 
witness of his being?” The Jews. “To whom 
did the Lord promise love and protection ?”’ The 
Jews. ‘**To whom did he say that they should 
never cease to be a people?’ The Jews. It 
then follows that Providence must have had, and 
consequently still have, some great and general 
object in preserving the Jews from annililation; 
and this must be acknowledged upon Christian 


grounds, since Christians too admit the truth of 


the scriptures. Suppose, now, all the Jews were 
converted, which, however, is an idea not to be 
admitted, their existence would of a certainty be 
at an end; for it requires no reasoning to prove 
that their religion is their only preservative in 


We) 


have sprung from the only Source of wisdom, to 
wit, the Author ofall. Whilst, therefore, the Is- 
raelites maintain their identity,—whilst they con- 
tinue steadfast to Moses and the prophets, there 
will always be an unanswerable argument in fa-| 
vor of revelation to the sceptical unbeliever. But, 
once blot out our memorial,—let our name be 
only a matter of history, and our existence the 
subject for the antiquarian’s researches, and you 
have destroyed the very evidence on which your 
system must rest for support, although as Chris-| 
tians you claim a new revelation for the opinions 
of divine things which you entertain. Still more 
than all this; all such attempts as we have just 
alluded to are acting against Providence; He call- 
ed Abraham out of Chaldaa, and promised him, 
that in his seed all the families of the earth should 
be blessed; He chose Isaac, and confirmed to 
him the covenant of Abraham; He loved Jacob, 
and assured him the blessings of Abraham and 
Isaac; He appeared to Moses, and told him, “I 
am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,"’— Ezo-| 
dus iii. 6; and all these promises are to be made 
void by the extermination of the distinctive char- | 
acter of Jacob's descendants; how are they to be 
distinguished as “ the people of God,” as the sons 
of Israel, if they mingle with you in communion| 
of worship and intermarriages, and become with) 
you one people? One would think that the many 
abortive attempts at force, at persuasion, at bri-| 
bery, had all been tried in vain long enough to! 
prove that, if God wishes our destruction, these 
are not the means to affect it; and still the world’ 
is but little wiser for all these failures, and the 
same routine, all except the slaying of Jews, is 
gone over again at this day, to bring about the 


times. 


One country will not admit our people to an 
equality of rights; another, more barbarous yet, 
although Christian, enlightened and highly civil-| 
ized, restricts the number of Jews in its domin- 
ions—permits only a certain number to marry—| 
and confines our existing population to certain, 
and these very narrow, limits in the towns where 
they dwell; elsewhere they are taxed for the right 
of protection—even the food they consume be- 
comes an especial source of revenue to the gov- 
ernment; in other places again they cannot hold | 
landed estates; other countries will not admit 
them within their boundaries; whilst every where, 
even in free and enlightened America, other de- 
nominations combine for the purpose of bringing! 
about their conversion, and raise funds and form 
especial societies to bring about this consumma- 
tion so devoutly desired by many. Who does not 
see that such proceedings are only too well cal- 
culated to keep alive prejudices, unfounded and| 
unjust, against the sons of Israel? Every one 
knows the influence which ministers of religion 
have over their flocks; and if the heads, then, 
constantly pray for the conversion of the Jews; if 
they constantly league together for this purpose; 
if they hold them up as children of damnation for 
their unbelief, it would be wonderful, indeed, if 
the masses did not feel a certain aversion for 
those men whose obduracy and unbelief cause so! 
much pain and labor to the good men whom they 
are accustomed to regard with love and venera- 
tion. Where we are known, our characters and 
our course of life will be always the best answers 


rael. 
\our faith is one of opinion, and can flourish as 


; * d f indeed, 
v oO peop ) 
conversion of our people, as was done in former! William 


to all complaints, and the best defence against all 
supposed charges. But in communities even 
where we are most numerous, there are many 
who are necessarily unacquainted with us and 
our opinions; and still they may have an import- 
ant bearing upon our happiness and welfare; we 
are, therefore, anxious that they should not hold 
an unworthy opinion of us or our creed. Besides 
this, we venerate the name of Israel, we hold dear 
the bond which entwines our destiny with the lot 
and the fame of the great ones of old: and there- 
fore, even if there were no personal disadvantage 
\conected with the prejudice against ourselves, we 
would prize it beyond all could we have the hap- 
piness of witnessing among the world at large a 

proper appreciation of the services to religion, to 
science, to government, to order, to humanity, 
which mankind owes to the patriarchs, the pro- 
'phets, the doctors, the martyrs of the houst of Is- 
We ask for no prerogative from the world; 


well under persecution, as when in command of 


‘empires; our God can and does shield us, whether 


we are afflicted, or in prosperity: but we ask to 
be left alone undisturbed in the profession of 
‘those peculiar opinions which we claim to be the 
‘emanation of the Supreme Being; we ask of all 
to let us pursue the even tenor of our way, as 
good citizens and faithful subjects to the laws of 
the land; and no one will ever have cause to 
complain that the Jews, as such, have interfered 


jwith his rights, or diminished in the Jeast the full} 


exercise of his political or religious privileges. 
(To be continued.) 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH 


(Of the Origin of the Christian Discipline, or Church 
Government of the Society of Friends. 


(Continued from page 209.) 

OF THE RELATION OF THE SEVERAL MEETINGS TO 

EACH OTHER, AND OF THEIR PROCEEDINGS. 

‘Thus was a series of representative meetings 
established, in the order and character of which 
very little change has since been made, so little, 
that the description given of them by 
Penn, in his account of the rise and pro- 
gress of the Society, may form a suitable conclud- 
‘ing review of their past and present general of- 
fices and relation to each other. He says, that 
“George Fox exhorted that some out of every 
meeting of worship should meet together once in 
the month, to confer about the wants and ocea- 
sions of the church; and as the case required, so 
those monthly meetings were fewer or more in 
number in every respective county; and that these 
monthly meetings should, in each county, make 
up one quarterly meeting, where the most zeal- 
ous and eminent Friends of the eounty should as- 
semble to communicate, advise and help one ano- 
ther, especially where any business seemed diffi- 


‘cult, or a monthly meeting was tender of deter- 


mining a matter. Also these quarterly meetings 
should digest the reports of the monthly meetings, 
and prepare one for the county against the yearly 
meeting, in which the quarterly meetings resolve, 
which is held yearly in London, where the churches 
of this nation, and other nations and provinces, 
meet by chosen members of their respective 
counties, both mutually to communicate their 
church affairs, and to advise and be advised cn 
any depending case to edification; also to provide 
a requisite stock for the discharge of general ex- 
penses for general services in ‘the church. At 
these meetings any of the members of the churches 
may come if they please, and speak their minds 
freely, in the fear of God, to any matter; but the 
mind of each meeting therein represented is chief- 
ly understood, as to particular cases, in the sense 
delivered by the persons deputed or chosen for 


that service.”’ 
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When thus met together for the wide of the 
church, one of their members chosen by the body 
acts as clerk to the meeting, and endeavors to 
collect the real sense and judgment of the mem- 
bers present. It is not usual to determine any 
matter by the majority of voices; the aim being 


to arrive at the truth in the matter proposed, and| 


knowing that there are different degrees oftexpe- 
rience among the members, as well as diversity 
of gifts, the mere counting of numbers is not con- 
sidered to be the true method of decision in the 
affairs of the church. ‘The views of the early 
Friends, as to the spirit and manner in which the 
meetings for discipline should be conducted, are 
so well expressed in the following passages from 
one of their highly esteemed writers, [Stephen 
Crisp] that we cannot illustrate the subject bet- 
ter than by extracting them :— 


“ It is not of absolute necessity that every mem- 
ber of the church should have the same measure 
of understanding in all things; for then, where 
were the duty of the strong bearing with the 
weak? and then, where would be any submitting 
to them that are set over others in the Lord? 
which all tend to the preserving of unity in the 
church, notwithstanding the different measures 
and different growths of the members thereof. 
For as the spirits of the prophets are subject to 
the prophets. so are the spirits of all that are kept 
in a true subjection to the sense of life given by 
the same spirit in the church; and by this means 
we come to know the one master, even Christ; 


and have no room for other masters in the mat-| 


ter of our obedience to God.” 


* * * * * 


“And whereas it may often fall out that among! 
a great many, some may have a different ap- 
prehension of a matter from the rest of their 
brethren, especially in outward or temporal 
things, there ought to be a Christian liberty 
maintained for such to express their sense with 
freedom of mind, or else they will go away bur-| 
dened; whereas, if they speak their minds freely, 
and a friendly and Christian conference be ad- 
mitted thereupon, they may be eased; and often- 
times the different apprehension of such an one 
comes to be wholly removed, and his understand- 
ing opened to see as the rest see.” 
* * * 


* * 


**Seek not to drive a matter on in fierceness, 
or in anger, nor to take offence into your mind at 
any time, because what seems to be clear to you 
is not presently received; 


of Him who is the head and life of it; who hath 


said, ‘Where two or three are gathered together 
‘ But 
he that follows his own spirit sees nothing as he 
Therefore, let all beware of their 


in my name, | will be in the midst of them.’ 
ought to see it. 
own spirit and natural temper, as they are some- 
times called; but let all keep in a gracious tem- 
per. 
ef God.” 


* * * * * 


“Tt is no man’s learning nor artificial acquire- 


ments,—it is no man’s riches 
is no man's 
Christ, unless he, with all his endowments, 
seasoned with the heavenly s 


that so self may be 
death, and the gifts made use of 
the resurrection of the life of Jesus in him. 


but let all things in the 
church be propounded with an awful reverence 


Then are ye fit for the service of the house 


nor greatness,—it 
eloquence and natural wisdom, that 
makes him fit for government in the church of 
be 
alt, and his spirit be 
subjected, and his gifts pass through the fire of 
God's altar, a sacrifice to his praise and honor, 
crucified and baptized in 
in the power of 


then they are made use of for the good of men in the church, he says: 


and they are as 


the body, sutiek is the church; 
ornaments and jewels which serve for the joy and 
comfort of all who are partakers of the same di- 
vine fellowship of life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”’ 


OF THE MEETING OF MINISTERS. 


When the general meeting of ministers trans- 
ferred much of its duties to the representative 
yearly meeting, of which they formed a part, 
there were some portions of service which more 
particularly belonged to the ministers themselves. 

Although the power to approve or disapprove 
of ministers rested with the members of the 
church to which they respecti¥ely belonged, 
the capacity of a monthly meeting, yet it was 
deemed fitting that the ministers should have an 
especial oversight of each other, and that they 
should meet together for mutual consultation and 
advice in regard to those of their own station. 

George Fox, in 1674, writes thus: * Let your 
general assemblies of the ministers, in London, 
or elsewhere, examine, as it was at the first, 
whether all the ministers that go forth into the 
counties do walk as becomes the gospel; for that 
you know was one end of that meeting, to pre- 
vent and take away scandal, and to examine 
whether all who preach Christ Jesus do keep in 
his government, and in the order of the gospel, 
and to exhort them that do not.”” Meetings for 
these purposes, in which Friends in the station 
of elder are now united, continue to be regularly 


held. 


OF WOMEN S MEETINGS. 


All the meetings which have been hitherto de- 
‘scribed were conducted by men; but one of the 
earliest features of our religious economy was 
the elevation of the position of women in the 
church, by recognising them as helpers in spirit- 
ual, as well as in temporal things; holding in the 
former, as well as in the latter, a distinct place, 
and having duties which more peculiarly devolve 
ion them. For this purpose, meetings were es- 
tablished among them, with a special regard to 
the care and edification of their own sex. A 
meeting of women Friends is mentioned at Bris- 
tol as early as 1668; and it appears, from a pas- 
sage already quoted from George Fox, that they 
had been held in London at a still earlier period. 
Their general establishment does not, however, 
appear to have taken place until after the settle- 
ment of the men’s meetings; after speaking of 
these, he says: “ Truth still spreading further 
over the nation, and Friends increasing in num- 
ber, | was moved, by the same eternal power, to 
recommend the setting up of women’s meetings 
also.”’ His views in regard to the establishment 
of these meetings are conveyed in the following 
passages: ** That faithful women, called to a be- 
lief of the truth, and made partakers of the same 
precious faith, and heirs of the same everlasting 
gospel of life and salvation as the men are, might 
in the like manner come into the profession and 
practice of the gospel order, and therein be meet 
helps to the men in the restoration, in the service 
of truth, and the affairs of the church, as they are 
outwardly in civil and temporal things; that so all 
the family of God, women as well as men, might 
know, possess and perform their offices and ser- 
vices in the house of God: whereby the poor 
might be better taken care of, the younger sort 
instructed, informed and taught in the way of God; 
the loose and disorderly reproved and admonish- 
ed in the fear of the Lord; the clearness of per- 


_80ns proposing marriage, more closely and strict- 
ly inquired into in the wisdom of God; and all the 
members of the spiritual body, the church, might 

“And when this great work is wrought in a Watch over and be helpful to each other in love.” 

man, then all his gifts and qualifications are sanc- 


tified; 


Again, speaking of the important duties of wo- 
* The elder women 


_horting the younger 


in the truth were not only called elders, but mo- 
thers—now a mother in the church of Christ, and 
a mother in Israel, is one who nourishes, and feeds, 
and watches, and rules, and is a teacher in the 
church, an admonisher, an instructor, an exhort- 
er. to be 
teachers of good things, teachers of the younger, 
and to be trainers of them up in virtue, holiness, 
righteousness, in wisdom, and in the fear of the 
Lord in the church of Christ.” 

There is good reason to believe that these 
views of George lox were practically carried 
out; and that the meetings of the women Friends 
established for these Christian purposes, had 
very salutary influence upon the body, both by 
the service which they directly rendered, and by 
the right opening which they gave to the exercise 
of the gifts of faithful women in the church. An 
instructive epistle “from the women Friends in 
London to the women Friends in the country, 
and elsewhere, about the service of women meet- 
ings,” was written in the year 1674. ‘The true 
character of that service is very clearly set forth 
in this document. It is stated, that though their 
service was distinct in some respects, it was in 
perfect unity with that of their brethren: ** We 
being in that humility and subjection of spirit to 
the Lord, and therein preferring them, (our 
brethren) it shuts out all usurpation, and the spi- 
rit of it; so that we in a sincere mind are workers 
together with them in the same faith, only distinct 
as to the place, and in those particular things 
which most properly appertain to us, as women; 
still eyeing the universal Head in whom male and 
female are one, where no division can be admit- 
ted of, so that the body is held entire in Christ 
Jesus united.”’ 


So the elder women and mothers are 


* + * * * 


* Their services,’ they state, ** have been, and 
are to visit the sick and the prisoners that suffer 
for the testimony of Jesus; to see they are sup- 
plied with things needful: and rélieving the poor; 
making provision for the needy, aged and weak, 
that are incapable of work; a due consideration 
for the widows, and care taken of the fatherless 
children and poor orphans, according to their ca- 
pacities; for their education and bringing up in 
good nurture, and in the fear of the Lord; and 
putting them out to trades, in the wholesome or- 
der of the creation. ae the elder women ex- 
1 all sobriety, modesty in 
apparel, and siiaian to truth; and if any should 
be led aside by the temptations of Satan any way, 
to reclaim such; and to stop tattlers and false re- 
ports, and all such things as tend to division 
amongst us; following those things which make 
for peace, reconciliation and union.”’ 

** Chiefly,” say they, ‘* our work is to help the 
helpless in all cases, accordjng to our abilities;"’ 
and “although more especially our provision 1s 
set apart for the supply of the household of faith 
and family of God, yet we cannot be limited; but 
as the universal bounty of the Lord maketh his 
sun to rise on the good and the bad, and sendeth 
rain on the just and on the unjust, so the same 
bounty, according to its measure in us, often finds 
the same object of charity, which cannot (as we 
find freedom) be sent empty away. But as on 
the Lord we wait, and our eye is single unto Him, 
from whom we daily receive our living supply for 
these our services, the Lord hath been and is with 
us, as oft as we meet together, answering abun- 
dantiy with what his work calleth for, 
arm of power is over us, which at first gathered 
us; and in it is our preservation to this day; to 
which power we commend you, dear sisters.”’ 

Few will deny that the objects here described 
are fitting occasions for the exercise of faithful 
women in the church; and that the spirit of love 
which the document breathes, marks the writers 


and his 










to have been like winded with those women, who, | 
when the Lord Jesus was on earth, followed Him, 
and ministered to Him. 


EFFECTS OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE DISCI- 
PLINE. 


The persevering efforts of George Fox to es-| 
tablish a regular, uniform system of discipline, a 
work in which he was assisted by nearly all those 
who had been instrumental in gathering the So- 
ciety, proved a great trial of spirits: to a large, 
proportion of the members, the arrangements ap- 
pear to have been quite satisfactory: there was, | 
however, a considerable number of objectors—| 
the self-willed and lawless opposed it with vehe-| 
mence, and it must be admitted that not a few of 
a very different class were drawn aside by spe-| 
cious arguments, to oppose what was represented | 
as an encroachment upon individual spiritual lib- 
erty. 
took place on this occasion; which, however, | 
there is reason to believe, left the Society in a 
more healthy state than it found it. The general 
meeting of ministers, in 1677, issued a strong de- 
claration on the subject. 
upon this occasion, his “Anarchy of the Ranters;” 


William Penn his ‘* Liberty Spiritual;”’ and Ste-| 
phen Crisp an excellent tract; all of them endea- | 
voring to prove the necessity of established order | 


and discipline in the church of Christ. 

They utterly disclaimed the idea that the doc- 
trine which they had taught of individual illumi-| 
nation was opposed to order, government and| 
subjection in the church of Christ. ‘They main-. 
tained that there was a perfect harmony between) 
the orveR of the gospel, and that blessed truth| 
so constantly upheld by the Society of Friends, | 
that “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is u1s- 
ERTY,”’ not only from the thraidom of sin and Sa-| 
tan, but from the yoke of ceremonies, and from 
the unauthorized domination of man in matters of 
religion. ‘The Spirit of the Lord’ can never 
lead into licentiousness, discord, or insubordina- 
tion. It is the spirit of truth; it is also the spirit| 
of meekness, forbearance, gentleness and love. 
Utterly opposed to the notion of independence 
one of another in the church, this Holy Spirit 
binds together in one all the living members, pro- 
vides for every one his right place, and qualifies 
for his right functions, in the body of Christ. It 
teaches all the members of that mystical body to 
be subject one to another in love; and above all, 
to be subject in all things to the Lord Jesus him- 
self, who has bought us with a price of infinite 
value, and whose undoubted right it is to rule 
over his own church according to his will. 


Such are the truly scriptural principles on 
which George Fox and his brethren were ena- 
bled to institute that system of discipline, the rise 
and establishment of which we have attempted to 
describe in the preceding pages, and which is stil! 
steadily maintained in our Religious Society.— 
Nor can it be denied that the wisdom manifested 
in its institution, affords a decisive evidence that 
those who were engaged in it were not given 
over, a8 some persons have imagined, to a wild 
and lawless enthusiasm, but were truly subjected 
to the yoke of Christ, and were eminently favor- 
ed with the practical experience of His gracious 
guidance and government. 


— -7-eeee 


From the New York Tribune. 
AN AUTUMN THOUGAT. 
BY J. BAYARD TAYLOR. 
Here arches high the forest's golden ceiling, 
And hides the heaven of blue, 

Save where a dim and lonely ray is stealing 
The twining branches through. 


Certain it is, that a schism to some extent, 


Robert Barclay wrote, | 


|man happiness. 
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Here, mossed with age, stands many a gray old otunin 
That props the mighty hall; 

Nought breaks the silence, undisturbed and solemn, 
But when the dry leaves fall. 


The world’s annoyings to the wide air flinging, 
Alone I tread its floor ; 

What joy, to feel a purer thought upspringing 
Within the woods once more! 


Here, the good angels that my childhood guarded 
Come to my side again, 

And by their presence is my soul rewarded 
For many, an hour of pain. 


The Summer’s glory, by the frosts o’ershaded, 
May be with sadness fraught; 

But, wandering through her long pavilions faded, 
I read a joyous thought. 


Hopes, that around us in their beauty hover, 
Fall like this forest-rain ; 

But, the stern Winter of Misfortune over, 
They bloom as fresh again. 


The Spring-like verdure of the heart may perish 
Beneath some frosty care, 

But many a bud, which Sorrow learned to cherish, 
Will bloom again as fair. 


Keep but the happy and confiding spirit 
Which looked from Childhood’s eye, 

And Life’s long pathway will for thee inherit 
A bliss that will not die! 
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The Faith we Profess.—Amid the many “42 


ories which now abuund, and the numerous sys- 


tion of the young, we desire that a careful ex- 


amination of our own simple faith may not be) 


omitted, or its true nature overlooked. 


the principles professed by the Society of Friends. 


these even 
claim to have adopted the fundamental principle 


terms of commendation. Some of 
of our profession; divested, as they say, of our irk- 
some peculiarities, and unnecessary restraints. 
They profess to have transferred its living stock to 
a freer atmosphere, and a more congenial soil.— 
The claims thus preferred, as far as we can un- 
derstand them, are based upon an acknowledge- 
ment that man's highest dependence, is an inter- 
What most 
of these understand by this internal sense we do 


nal consciousness of what is right. 


not know. With some, at least, we are constrain- 
ed to believe, that it is nothing more than an en- 
lightened cultivation of the powers which man has 
peculiar to himself, in other words, a correct ra- 
tional judgment. ‘This, we know, is not Quaker- 
ism, and, we believe, it is not true Christianity; 
if there is any thing clearly shown in the history 
of mankind it is, 
or skill never has solved the great problem of hu- 
While the lofiiest and most 


‘elaborate efforts of genius continue to be at 


fault—and some of the most acute reasoners, 
‘which the world has produced are known to have) 





that merely intellectual strength! 








Lessee oniennial enatnglie of tena entpinade bad 
spiritual imbecility—we have, on the other hand, 
abundant testimony, from the fishermen of Galilee 
to the present time, which shows, that to humble 
sincerity, however unlearned its possessor, a wis- 
dom is freely given which unassisted reason can 
nevef attain. 

Let it not be forgotten that the “ Light’ upon 
which Friends have always professed to rely, is a 
Divine Light; which, while it acts upon and illu- 
minates the rational judgment, is no more depen- 
dent upon it, than the sun is dependent upon the 
earth for its power to illuminate. It is the ** Gift 
of God”’ enlightening our understandings, in pro- 
portion as we dwell in a state of humble reliance 
upon Him. It is the “ Divine Witness,’’—the 
“ Grace of God which brings salvation,’’—the 
“ Light of Christ in the soul of man,’’—a princi- 
ple to be realized in humility, and which thus 
realized and relied upon will surely ‘lead into all 
Truth.” 

This, as we understand it, is the only source of 
“saving knowledge,”’ and the ground upon which 
Friends first rested their hopes when they sepa- 
rated themselves from the popular forms in which 
they had been educated; through faithfulness to 
this, they were enabled to build up the admirable 
rules for each other’s preservation which we call 
our discipline, and to uphold those noble testimo- 
inies to the world which have eventually resulted 


lin so much benefit to mankind. 


We do not allude to these things for the pur- 
pose of exclaiming that “we have Abraham for 


‘our Father,” but to remind our young Friends, 
tems of religion which are urged upon the atten-| 


and all who are seeking Truth, that this essential 
principle of our profession, although distinct from 
our rational judgment, is no ignus fatuus,—that, 


‘however its name has been abused by fanatical or 
Much attention has recently been directed to| 


designing impostors, it is a living, efficient prin- 


iciple, adapted to our natures and our wants,— 
Moral philosophers acknowledge their import-| 


ance, and learned theologians speak of them in| 


that it led our fathers into order and harmony,— 
that it gave them not only clearer perceptions of 
spiritual things, but such wisdom to meet the 
common emergencies of life as made them bright 
It is urged that 
the path they pursued is too austere, and requires 


and shining lights in their day. 


a zeal and fortitude beyond the common experi- 
ence of mankind to follow it consistently,—the 
hedges they built up, and the safeguards they es- 
tablished, are regarded as unnecessary obstacles 
to individual freedom; and it is charged that the 
Society, at the present time, shows more perti- 
nacity and zeal in clinging to these, than it does 
in supporting its more important principles and 
testimonies. 

How far deficiencies exist in living up to, and 
carrying out principles, we need not stop now to 
discuss; that they are numerous and sorrowful 
we admit; but, they can only be remedied by in- 
dividual fidelity, and for this we are each one re- 
sponsible. We wish especially to urge that if, on 
mature examination, we are convinced that our 
principles are correct, we should not be hasty in 
condemning the judgment of those whom we be- 
lieve to have been in a high degree faithful to 
them; and that we hesitate before we lightly es- 
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teem the safeguards which their experience found) Epistles of correspondence from our brethren) It was the desire of the General Committee to 
necessary. We fear that many have been seduced of New York, Philadelphia, Ohio, Indiana, and avoid taking any part in these dissentions, further 
enesee Yearly Meetings, were received and than plainly to warn the Indians of the fatal con- 
read. sequences to which this discord, if persisted in, 
The following report was received fram the must lead, and thay were earnestly recommended 
Standing Committee on Indian concerns, which, ‘° P&¥S® and consider, whether the — about 
While claiming for all, and endeavoring to) after being read, was approved, and the Commit-|Wbich they were contending, were of sufficient 
realize for ourselves that we have access to this|tee continued and desired to extend such further |CO"Nsedvences thus to compromit the comfort and 


. ‘ : : i welfare of themselves and families, and, even put 
sas * at a : : care in relation to the subject as in their judg- , — 
Divine principle, which, if obeyed, will certainly ment may be expedient vu JMS" to hazard their existence as a nation! ‘They were 
, Viz. 


‘told that our good wishes extended to them all, 
and as they now were made secure in their lands, 
and knew how to cultivate them, and, moreover, 
had the necessary stock and implements to enable 
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from their early convictions by flattering repre- 
sentations of individual independence, and an un-| 
due estimate of their own ability to resist evil. 


preserve us, let us not forget our many weak-| ; — 
lo the Yearly Meeting now sitting: 

In accordance with the conclusions expressed 
in their last Report, the Committee on Indian 
bear many privations rather “than offend a weak Concerns have, in conjunction with the Commit-| them, by industry, to raise ample provisions for 
brother.”’ “ Lead us not into temptation,” was the tees of the other Yearly Meetings with whom WE | their families, we proposed hereafter, while our 
prayer of the Divine Master,—‘contend not with @Fe associated, confined their attention within the! connection with them might be continued, to con- 

; Sa ai past year, more particularly towards the care and 
evil, but avoid it, : support of the Manual Labour School, established 
and thus does the experience of the good and) Cattaraugus, for the instruction of the young 
wise of all other times attest the wisdom of the female Indians, in such branches of household 
simple habits and protective restraints imposed business as would qualify them to become good 
managers of their domestic concerns. ‘This es- 
tablishment continues in operation, together with 
' : a day school for children of both sexes, and we 
gift, and which have Ceratee, in an eminent are informed, is attended by as many pupils as| , strong and unabated confidence in Friends.— 
degree, not only to the welfare of those who'can be comfortably provided for in the family of| Near the close of the last Council held with them, 
came under their influence, but to the high moral the Friend who has charge of the farm. lone of their Chiefs said, “The Great Spirit, in his 


The dwelling house, now occupied by our| 


al b found i ‘goodness, has permitted us to meet at this time, 
agent, having been found too smali to accommo-| and happily to conclude the interesting business 
date all the pupils offered, and the Indians being); 


: in which we have been engaged. | feel from my 
Let us not then be “ashamed of the gospel of very desirous that more of their young women ' 


: nis 4h ; ; ‘inmost soul, grateful for the advice our friends 
Christ,’ or unwilling to submit to its restrictions; should be admitted into the establishment than| have given us, as well as for the concern they 


and consider well before we abandon the elevated COU!d heretofore have been received, n has been| have shown for our welfare. Since I was a child, 
arene on be ae ac - Comanttte*s|the Quakers have been our constant unwavering 
that an additional building should be erected; for| ¢.: a ele : ; 
: Sates ae : ° friends, and it rejoices my heart, to see their de- 
any other which falls short of it in its approach the construction of which, the Indians have agreed| .endants still ne ssenaiien'® 

g s, 


nesses, and our need to be continually reminded) 
of them. Let us, like the apostles, be willing to 


was the advice of Fenelon,— fine our labours exclusively to the superintend- 
ance and care of the school, that had been estab- 
lished for the education of their children. 

Before concluding this report, the Committee 
consider it proper to remark, that amidst the 
conflicts and contentions that have arisen among 
these Indians, they have generally, with a very 


few individual exceptions, continued to manifest 


by the founders. of our discipline—restraints, we 
are convinced, having their origin in this Divine 


position which the Society of Friends has occu- 
pied in the eyes of the world. 


but simple ground we now profess to occupy, for 





to the highest Truth. to furnish the requisite lumber, and the Commit- T SAicesiene: bitendltnuadbbladion Uy :0l 
— |tee is to pay the expense of putting it up. eet ‘Sean 42> a >pegiagemee,. Saamtions 
d ; ys =: ’ ded: 
BALTIMORE YEARLY MEETING. | Nearly all the families formerly residing on the 


Buffalo Reservation, have removed and settled at| ‘Brothers! ‘There are remaining but few of 
; — Cattaraugus. They have generally applied the the old men who your fathers succored—they are 
ult. It was large and interesting, evincing, both| money received for the improvements they sur- nearly all fallen and gone, but we are happy to 
by the number in attendance and by the exercises rendered, towards building new, and in many in- | find that your kindness is continued to their 
which claimed their consideration, that there is a|Stances more comfortable houses than they here-| children. , ; 
tofore occupied, and a large portion of them have| Another Chief said, “It is now drawing late, 
been industriously engaged in clearing land and but I hope I shall be indulged in making a few 
improving their new farms. remarks before we separate. When I was a 
Christian testimonies. | At their present homes they are surrounded by |s™all boy, some Friends made a visit to the In- 
Below we give the Extracts, received from a an industrious agricultural population, generally |‘ians, and offered to assist them, and they left 
friend who was present at the Yearly Meeting; *indly disposed towards them, and are relieved Some aane mepregenta ane 9s hw seeEn 
from the corrupting associations, and many de-|5ome time afterwards they made us another visit, 
me ralizing influences, to which, by their former 294 offered premiums for the culture of wheat. 
the Extracts, are omitted in this number. proximity to the city of Buffalo, they were ex-| [he Indians were told, that these Friends wanted 
Bstvatte deh the Miautesef cos Yousls Mast-|posed. 5 . their lands, and upon this, they became alarmed. 
ing, held in Baltimore, by adjournments, from) By their own efforts, aided and sustained by The Friends assured them they wanted none of 
the 26th of the 10th month, to the 29th of the the authorities of the State of New York, they their lands or peltry, and gave them a writing on 
same, inchasive, 1646. have succeeded, we believe, almost, if not entire- parchment, pledging themselves, that they never 
ly, in excluding intoxicating drinks from their set-, WOuld ask either land or other remuneration, for 
tlements at Alleghany and Cattaraugus; and it is ®"Y thing they might do for them.”” This pareh- 
very questionable whether, in any part of the ment he now produced, signed by a number of 
United States, there can be found a population Friends, and concluded by saying: 
of equal number, more free, than these Indians) “The Friends have faithfully redeemed this 


> , , . -~ : ; 
Ann P. Jackson, from Darby monthly meeting, have latterly been, from the use of spirituous li- pledge, and have never, to this day, asked or ac- 
Pennsylvania. quors. 


Harriett |. Moore, from the monthly meeting of 
Spruce street, Philadelphia. 
Elizabeth T. Andrews, from Greenwich monthly 


This Meeting closed its sessions on the 29th) 


lively interest felt within the bounds of that meet- 
ing for the maintenance and advancement of our 


two excellent Memorials, which are included in 


Certificates and minutes of the following 
Friends, who are here in attendance from within 
the limits of other Yearly Meetings, were read, 
viz. 


cepted, the smallest remuneration for any thing 
The Tonawandas still refuse to remove from they have done for us.” 
their Reservation, and it is understood, have, On comparing the social and intellectual con- 
through the advice of some individuals, who pro- dition of those Indians, at the time when they 
meeting, New Jersey. fess to be their friends, determined to test, by an|came under the care of Iriends, with their pre- 
Rachel Hancock, as her companion. appeal to the courts of law, the validity of the sent situation, it will be seen that there has been 
Samuel Comfort, frown Falis monthly meeting, treaties of 1838 and 1842. an improvement among them, even greater than 
Pennsylvania. The Committee have to lament, that whilst as their most sanguine friends could have reasonably 
Elizabeth Comfort, a minister, do do regards the social and intellectual condition of anticipated. We found them without a home,— 
Stephen Woolston, an elder, from do do that portion of the Seneca nation, who have been destitute, desponding, and miserable,—the are 
Rachel H. Jenkins, from Camden m. m. Del. _ under the care of Friends, their improvement has now in possession of a sufficient extent of their 
Eleazer Haviland, from Nine Partners, N. York. been steadily progressive, these Indians have, for patrimonial domain, secured to them by a title, 
Jacob Merritt, as companion. some time past, been almost constantly kept in a of which they cannot be despoiled, but with their 
George Hatton, from White Water, Indiana. state of agitation and excitement, by party feuds own consent, and by their own act. They have 
Joseph P. Plummer, do do and dissentions among a portion of their Chiefs, been taught to cultivate their lands, have comfort- 
John Plummer, from Jericho monthly meeting, which still continue, and may lead to disastrous|able dwellings, and the requisite stock and imple- 
New York. consequences. ments to render their farms sufficiently productive 
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of the necessary food for their families. Many 
of their children have received school education, 
and the condition of their women has been great- 
ly meliorated and improved, with the prospect 
that, hereafter, they will occupy a much more 
comfortable and appropriate position than for- 
merly; and above all, the Senecas at Cattaraugus 
and Alleghany, from having formerly been gener- 
ally addicted to the excessive use of spirituous |i- 
quors, have been induced to exclude all intoxica- 
ting drinks from their Reservations, and are be- 
come a sober, and to a considerable extent, in- 
dustrious people. 

Signed by direction of the Committee, 

P. E. Tomas, Clerk. 

Baltimore, 10th mo. 1846, 

By information now received, it appears that 
the time of holding Baltimore Quarterly meeting 
of business, when held at Sandy Spring and Gun- 
powder, has been changed to 10 o’clock in the 
forenoon, and that the time of holding Little Falls 
meeting, both for worship and discipline, had been 
changed from 11 to 10 o’clock in the forenoon, 
from the 11th of the 4th month to the Ist of the 
10th month, inclusive. Also, that the name of In- 
dian Spring Monthly meeting had been changed 
to that of Sandy Spring. 


The Committee appointed last year in relation 
to the proposition forthe establishment of a Year- 
ly Meeting, to be composed of Centre Quarterly 
meeting and Fishing Creek Half-year’s meeting, 
produced the following report: 

The Joint Committee of men and women 
Friends, appointed at our last Yearly Meeting to 
consider the application forwarded from Centre 
Quarterly meeting, rélative to the establishment 
of a Yearly Meeting, to be composed of Centre 
Quarterly meeting and Fishing Creek Half-year’s 
meeting, (the latter being now a branch of Phila- 
delphia Yearly Meeting) have several times met 
in company with several members of a Commit- 
tee appointed on the same subject by Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting: after a time of deliberate and 
solid consideration, have concluded to report, that 
they have not seen their way clear to recommend 
to the Yearly Meeting the establishment of a new 
Yearly Meeting, to be composed of the two meet- 
ings of Centre and Fishing Creek, as has been 
sroposed. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee, 

Mary Giuuincuam, Pup E. Tromas, 
Susanna JEWwITT, BensaMIN F ERRIs. 

10th month 26th, 1846, 

Which was accepted by the meeting, and the 
Committee released. 


The Committee having charge of the Fairhill 
property report that, in accordance with the pros- 
pect entertained by us at the time of our last re- 
port, there has been a school maintained at the 
institution, which, though not patronised to the 
extent that we could have desired, has been con- 
ducted in a manner entirely satisfactory to the 
Committee. 

Signed by— 

Joun GILLINGHAM, Bens. Hattowet, 
Rocer Brooke, Puitre E. Tnomas, 
Tnomas P. Stapter, Mary Grurrnemam, 
Evizanetu P. Starter, Mary Farequnar. 


The Committee appointed at a former sitting 
to nominate Friends to serve as a Meeting for 
Sufferings, now produced the following list, which 
was approved, and the Friends therein named ap- 
pointed to the service, viz. 

Philip E. Thomas, Edward H. Stabler, Thos. 
Matthews of Baltimore, John Gillingham, Thos. 
P. Stabler, Benjamin Ferris, John Needles, Ben-' 
jamin P. Moore. Samuel Townsend, David G.; 


McCoy, Eli Smedley, Amos King, Jobn Talbott, | themselves. 


E 








Cyrus Griest, Abel Kinsey, Jacob Hewett, Wm. 
Stabler, Wm. 3. Steer, Phineas Janney, James 
Moore, Francis P. Smith, Jsaac Walker, Zepha- 
niah Underwood, John Way, Jacob Lafetra, Mat- 
thew Smith, Caleb Stabler, Daniel Pope, Joseph 
Daverfport, Roger Brooke, John Price, ‘Thomas 
Matthews, of Gunpowder, Jesse Pugh, John 
Jewett, Asa Jones, Silas Hibberd, Asael Walker, 
Jesse Cooke, John Smith, Aaron Hibberd, Thos. 
Wright, Jeremiah Moore, ‘Thomas M. Way, and 
Samuel M. Janney. 


» 


A concern being spread before the meeting, 
that a Committee of suitable Friends be appoint- 
ed to make an aflectionate visit to, and conter 
with Friends of Centre Quarterly meeting, with 
an abstract from the proceedings and conclusion 
of this meeting in relation to their application for 
a new Yearly Meeting; after a time of solid con- 
sideration, this meeting feeling unity with the pro- 
posal, the following named Friends were appoint- 
ed to the service, to wit: Jacob Lafetra, William 
Stabler, John Needles, George Reese, and Daniel 
Pope, and were directed to report to our next 
meeting. 


The Committee appointed at a former sitting 
to examine and adjust the ‘l'reasurer’s account, 
reported “that they find a balance in bis hands of 
$100 71. ‘The quotas being all paid in, And 
they propose the sum of $150, to be raised to de- 
fray the expenses of the ensuing year.” Which 
was accepted, and our several Quarterly meetings 
were directed to forward their respective quotas 
in the usual proportions to Richard Plummer, 
the Treasurer of this meeting, as early as conve- 
nient. 


The Standing Committee in charge of the pas- 
ture lot, reported that “they had paid such atten- 
tion to the subject as appeared to them necessary, 
and that the horses of Friends had been amply 
provided for.’’ Which was accepted by the meet- 
ing, and the Committee continued. 


It was impressively urged at the opening of this 
meeting, that, in order that we might be qualified 
to transact rightly the important concerns of our 
annual assembly, we should, individually, seek for 
Heavenly Wisdom, which will enable each of us 
to move in order, and in his proper sphere. Un- 
der the influence and dominion of this prineiple, 
all our affairs will be conducted to the benefit of 
the Body, and the glory of the great Head of the 
Church; and this meeting thus be an example 
and a strength to the various meetings compo- 


lsing it. 


We have experience as well as testimony to 
shew that the wisdom of this world may so trans- 
form itself as to resemble that whieh is Divine.— 
lt is only by seeking the direction of the wisdom 
which is from above, that we can receive a quali- 
fication to produce the peaceable fruits of righ- 
teousness in the earth. Any other course must 
necessarily tend to divide and scatter, for human 
wisdom arrayed against human wisdom ever pro- 
duces strife, discord, or confusion; but we were} 
encouraged in the belief that there is accessible 
to all who will bumbly turn to it, a power to dis 
tinguish between the genuine and the counterfeit, 
and it was shown to be of the highest importance, 
that in all our efforts to advance the cause of 
Truth, we should trust in Divine power alone, 
and not attempt to work the righteousness of Gud 
by the wisdom of man. 

Tbe right education of our children was seen 


‘to be a matter of vital importance, and parents 


were impressively reminded that, in order to be-| 
come qualified for the discharge of this interest- 
ing duty, they must themselves be taught in the} 
school of Christ, and give the first lessons to their 
children from the book of religious experience io 





INCER. 


An earnest desire was also expressed that the 
education of our children may be such as to de- 
velope and improve the precious talents commit- 
ted to their care, and to bring all the powers of 
their minds under the purifying and restraining 
influence of Divine love. ‘This Heavenly princt- 
ple will not weaken or depress the imtellectual 
gifts which are bestowed upon man, but will 
rather enable him to use them with increasing 
effect, so as to advance his own happiness and 
that of others, and thus promote the glory of the 
Great Giver. ‘ 

An ardent desire for the preservation of this 
interesting part of society was felt in this meet- 
ing. The testimonies of our Religious Society, 
we believe, had their origin in Divine wisdom, 
which provides for the dedicated soul a safe re- 
fuge from the evils and corruptions that abound 
in the world. 

That * plainness of speech, behaviour, and ap- 
parel,”’ called for by our discipline, is deemed of 
small importance by those only whose eyes have 
not been opened to see its connexion with our 
best interests through all the stages of this proba- 
tionary state; particularly in the momentous pe- 
riods of early life. The violation of this testimo- 
ny opens a wide door for departure froin that safe 
inclosure which Divine goodness has provided for 
our safety. Its maintenance not only tends to 
preserve from many temptations and dangers, but 
prepares for more extensive usefulness in the 
church and in the world. 

Our righteous testimony against enslaving and 
holding in bondage our fellow-beings of the A fri- 
can race, continues to be felt as one of deep and 


|vital importance, and our members were earnest- 


ly and affectionately desired to be faithful in its 
maintenance. Its existence and continuance in 
our country have produced grievous evils, both 
as regards its moral and social effects. We do, 
therefore, earnestly hope that the members of our 


Society may, every where, be faithful and upright 


in the support of this testimony; and while we 
may not feel ourselves at liberty to enter into any 
combinations, or employ any means for its re- 
moval which we believe to be inconsistent with 
our well known pacific principles, we earnestly 
desire that our members, every where, may stand 
firm in support of our testimony in relation to it, 
consistently with those principles. 

In grateful acknowledgment of the evidence 
afforded of Divine regard to us during the several 
sittings of this Yearly Meeting, it concluded;—to 
meet again at the usual time next year, if so per- 
initted. 

Tnomas P. Sraprier, Clerk. 





> A Stated Meeting of the Committee of Management 
of the Library Association of Friends will be held at the 
Library Room, on 4th-day evening next, the 11th mst., at 
74 o’clock. JACOB M. ELLIS, Clerk. 
Philada., 11mo. 7, 1846. 


ITEMS OF INTELLIGENCE. 

The slave boy George,—of whose attempted eseape, and 
arrest by the master of a vessel, we gave an account last 
week,—had an extended hearing before Judge Edmonds, 
of New York. Able counsel volunteered in belialf of the 
poor fellow, and the District Attorney lent his aid. In ad- 
dition to the writ demanding him as a slave, the captain 
had him bound over on a charge of assault and battery, for 
which the Mayor demanded heavy bail. The case was ar- 
gued at length before Judge Edmonds, who, on 7th-day 
morning last, gave his decision in favor of the slave. The 
Tribune says, the important points settled in this decision 
are,—* Ist. That no man can be taken in this State as a 
slave, except by his master, or authorised agent or attorney. 
Qnd. That the law of 1817,—which gives the master of a 
vessel the right to seize a person concealed on board his 
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vessel, and supposed to be a slave, and to get a certificate 
from the Mayor.or Recorder to return said slave to the | 
whence he escaped,—is an unconstitutional law, and there- 
fore null and void.” “And,” says the same paper, “the 
public opinion has settled another point, namely, ‘that the 
police of this city had better attend to their legitimate du- 
ties, than volunteering their services as slave-catchers.’”"— 
Much rejoicing followed his release. The complaints for 
assault and battery were mutually withdrawn. 


GRAIN.—Sales of 50,000 bushels Penn’a; white at $1,10 


sort 2 1,17 per bushel, chiefly at $1,15, and ved at from $1,03 
t 
U 
$1,10 a 1,13 f@ white. 
dull. 
c 
at the lowest rates. 


o 1,10, and red and white mixed at $1,12 a 1,13 per bush- 
il,—closing at $1,03 a 1,06 for fair and prime red, and 
Rye—Sales at 78 cents. Corn is 
Sales of round yellow at 70 a 67 cts; flat at 68 a 66 
ts; Southern flat at 68 a 65 cts; and new at 55 cts; closing 
Oats—Cargo sales at 30 a 31 cts. 


CATTLE MARKET. 
Offered during the week, 650 head of Beef Cattle, in- 


general belief among the ignorant peasantry 
around Canterbury that he was either the Sa- 
viour of mankind sent anew upon earth, or a be- 
ing of the same order, and commissioned for sim- 
ilar purposes. 


One of his followers, when asked, after his 
death, how he could put faith in such a man, an- 
swered in language of the following tenor: “Oh, 
sir, he could turn any one that once listened to 


eluding 100 for New York; 240 Cows and Calves, 600 


A severe hurricane occurred at Key West on the 11th, 
ult., which destroyed nearly the whole place, and did 
much damage to the shipping. The water, it is said, was 
five feet deep in the town, and running at the rate of six 
miles an hour. The light house was entirely destroyed, 
and its inmates, numbering fourteen, all killed or drowned. 
Six more lost their lives at Sand Key. ‘The number lost 


from vessels is yet unknown. 


On the 12th, probably, the same gale passed over Bermu- 


da, doing much damage to the shipping. 


The recent election in New York is said to have termi- 
nated favorably to the Whig party. It will be remembered 
that at this election, the question of allowing colored per- 
sons to vote on the sume ground as others, was submitted 
to the people; and also the adoption or rejection of the new 


Constitution. The votes on either of these are not yet 


known. 


The election in New Jersey is also said to have resulted 
favorably to the Whig party. 


Poisoned Cheese-—The New York papers caution the 
public in their purchases of cheese. Not many days ago, 
several members of fire companies in Albany were poison- 
ed by this article; and we are sorry to state that several 
persons in New York city have lately been injured by it. 
Amongst others, M. Young, living in Sixth street near 
avenue C, with four of his family, after eating of cheese| 
bought at a neighboring grocery, were taken down serious- 
ly ill, though now recovered. A piece of cheese was exhib- 
ited, apparently of fine quality, but of the same kind which 
has produced such evil effects. 


IRELAND.—The distress and destitution consequent 
upon the failure of the potato crop is really awful. The law 
for affording employment to the people is being carried out! 
with alacrity by the government and landed gentry of the| 
kingdom. It is now admitted on all hands, that the Labor 
Rate Act is imperfect in its details; and it has been urged | 
upon the attention of the Ministry that Parliament should 
be convoked immediately, to remedy its various defects. | 


Serious riots had occurred in the County of Waterford, 
Ireland, on the 29th of Sept., large mobs having attacked 
bakers’ shops for the purpose of obtaining bread. Two of 
the people had been killed by the dragoons ordered to dis- 
perse the rioters, and much excitement existed at the last 
advices. 


FRANCE.—The domestic state of France is most dis- 
tressing. It is said that trade of all kinds was never so bad. 
Throughout the country the prices of wheat, flour and bread 
were continually rising, in the face of large importations 
of grain from the Black Sea. The working classes begin| 
to suffer severely. The Municipal Council of Metz has 
granted 80,000 francs to supply the indigent with bread a 
half-penny a pound below the regulated price. Incendiary 
fires devastate the kingdom, Burgundy in particular. Seven 
villages of the district of Morvand had been almost entirely | 
consumed during the last three weeks; and notwithstanding | 
the vigilance of the police and the inhabitants, it had been 
impossible to seize the incendiaries. ‘The whole population 
had been ever since on the watch, day and night; and it 
was dangerous for strangers to traverse the country. Ir 
the districts of Montargis and Gien the agitation was ex- 
treme. The inhabitants every where mounted guard; and 
several persons, mistaken for malefactors, had been either 
killed or wounded by the armed peasantry. 


The New French Packets —A French paper states that 
the frigates Darien and Ulloa, of the port of Cherbourg, and 
the Christopher Columbus or Careda, of the port of Brest, 
are intended to form the line of communication between 
Franeg and the United States. Cherbourg is to be the point 
of departure for these packet boats until the basins of the 
harbor of Havre shall be able to receive them. 
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FLOUR AND GRAIN MARKET. 

FLOUR AND MEAL.—The Flour market has become 
rather inactive, and prices have declined 124 a 25 cents per 
bbl. We quote $5,34 a 5,374. Rye Flour—Small lots at 
$3,94. Corn Meal—A sale of 500 bb!s at $3,564. 


Swine, and 1500 Sheep. 


quality,—about 50 left unsold. 


according to quality. 


ewt.; and Straw is steady at $6,50 a 7 the 100 bundles. 


markable disturbance in Kent, caused by the as- 
sumption of Divine power by a madman named 
John Nicolls Thoms. 


him whatever way he liked, and make them be- 
lieve what he pleased. He had a tongue which 
a poor man could not get over, and a learned 
man could not gainsay, although standing before 
him. He puzzled all the lawyers in Canterbury, 
and they confessed that he knew more of law 
than all put together. You could not always un- 
derstand what he said, but when you did, it was 
beautiful, and wonderful, and powerful, just like 
his eyes; and then his voice was so sweet! And 
he was such a grand gentleman, and sometimes 
latterly such an awful man, and looked so terrible 
if any one ventured to oppose him, that he carried 
all before him. ‘Then, again he was so chari- 
table! While he had a shilling in his pocket, a 
poor man should never want. And then such 
expectations as he had, and which nobody could 
deny! He had papers to prove himself to be 
either the heir or right possessor of Powderham 


BEEVES. sell slowly at $4,50 a 5,50 per 100 Ibs, as in 


COWS AND CALVES bring $15 a 30. 
SWINE range at $5 a 5,50 pr 100 Ibs,—demand fair. 
SHEEP—Sales have generally been at $1,25 a 3 each, 


HAY—Good Timothy sells readily at 70 a 80 cents per 


—~ see -—- 


From the American Journal of Insanity. 
INSANE RELIGIOUS IMPOSTER—JOHN 
NICOLLS THOMS. 
In the summer of 1838, the people of Great 
Britain were startled by the intelligence of a re- 


AN 


This religious imposter was the son of a small 


‘surmer and maltste Yolumb, in Cornwal].| Castle, and Evington, and Nash Court, and Chil- 
rmer a maltster at St. Columb, in rnwall. | 

He appears to have entered life as cellarman to| ham Castle, and all the estates of the families of 
a wine merchant in ‘l'ruro. 


Succeeding to his|the Courtenays, the Percies, and Honeywoods, 
master’s business he conducted it for three or|and of Sir Edward Hales, and Sir ‘Thomas Hind- 
four years, when his warehouse was destroyed by|!ay, more than I can tell of. And there was Mr. 
fire, and he received £3000 in compensation|-—— of Boughton, who lent him £200 on his title 
from an insurance company. Since then, during | deeds, and the waiter of the Hotel, in Can- 
more than ten years, he had been in no settled|terbury, who lent him £73, besides other respect- 
occupation. In the year 1233 he appeared as alable people throughout the county who let him 
candidate successively for the representation of have as much money on his estates as he pleased, 
Canterbury and East Kent, taking the title of Sir} and have kept up a subscription for him ever 





| William Percy Honeywood Courtenay, knight of|since he was sent to jail in 1833 about the smug- 


Malta and king of Jerusalem, and farther repre-|glers he befriended. And at the same time it 


senting himself as the owner by birthright of sev-| Was well know 0 that he need not have gone to 


eral estates in Kent. 'prison without he liked, for the very ladies would 


His fine person and manners, and the eloquent| hve rescued him, only he forbade them, and the 
ilaw should be fulfilled. I myself saw them kissing 


appeals he made to popular feeling, secured him), , a 
a certain degree of favor, but were not sufficient |" hands and his clothes in hundreds that day; 
to gain for an obscure adventurer a preferment| 24 there a ee that could not reach 
usually reserved for persons possessing local im jhim with a glass of cordial gin; she threw it into 
portance and undoubted fortune. Though baffled his mouth, and blessed him, and bade him keep a 
in this object, he continued to address the popn- | bold heart, ane he should yet be free, and king 
lace as their peculiar friend, and kept up a cer-|”! Canterbury: 
tain degree of influence among them. He ial It is farther to be observed that the aspect of 
supposed to have connected himselfalso with a|the man was imposing. His height approached 
number of persons engaged in the contraband|$iX feet. His features were regular and beauti- 
trade, as, in July, 1833, he made an appearance |ful—a broad fair forehead, aquiline nose, small 
in a court of law on behalf of the crew of a smug-| Well-cut mouth, and full rounded chin. The only 
gling vessel, when he conducted himself in such| defect of his person was a somewhat short neck; 
a way as to incur a charge of perjury. He w as|but bis shoulders were broad, and he possessed 
consequently condemned to transportation for|¥Nc¢ommon personal strength. Some curious sig- 
seven years, but, on a showing of his insanity, | Mifications of the enthusiasm he had excited were 
was committed to permanent confinement in a|ftérward observed in the shape of scribblings on 
lunatic asylum, from which he was discharged a|the walls ofa barn. On the left side of the door 
few months before his death ona supposition that| were the following sentences: “If you new he wes 
he might safely be permitted to mingle once more|? earth, your harts Wod turn;” “But dont Wate 
in society. to late; “They how R.”’ On the right side were 
Thoms now resumed his intercourse with the the following: “O that great day of gudgement is 
populace, whose opinion of him was probably ra- close at hand;’’ “It now peps in the dor every 


|ther elevated than depressed by his having suffer-| "an according to his works;” “Our rites and 


ed from his friendship for the smugglers. He! liberties We Will have.” 

repeated his old stories of being a man of high} On Monday, the 28th of May, 1838, the frenzy 
birth, and entitled to some of the finest estates in|of Thoms and his followers seems to have reach- 
Kent. He sided with them in their dislike of the|ed its height. With twenty or thirty persons, in 
new regulations for the poor, and led them to ex-'a kind of military order, he went about for three 
pect that whatever he should recover of his birth-| days, among the farm houses in Boughton, Lit- 
right should be as much for their interest as his|tingbourne, Boulton, and other villages in the 
own. ‘There were two or three persons of sub-| vicinity of Canterbury, receiving and paying for 
stance who were so far deluded by him as to lend) refreshment. One woman sent her son to him 
him considerable sums of money. with a “mother’s blessing,” as to join in some 
great and laudable work. He proclaimed a great 
meeting for the ensuing Sunday, which he said 


Latterly, pre- 


tensions of a more mysterious nature mingled in 
ithe ravings of this madinan; and he induced a 












~ ‘ ‘ 
256 FRIE 
was to be a “glorious, but bloody day.’’ At one 
of the places where he ordered provisions for his 
followers, it was in these words: ‘Feed my sheep.’ 
To convince his disciples of his Divine commis- 
sion, he is said to have pointed his pistol to the 
stars, and told them that he would make them fall, 
from their spheres. He then fired at some star, 
and his pistol, having been rammed down with 
tow steeped in oil, and sprinkled over with steel 
filings, produced, on being fired, certain bright 
sparkles of light, which he said were falling stars. 
On another occasion he went away from his fol- 
lowers with a man named Willis, and two others 
of the rioters, saying to them, ‘Do you stay here 
while I go yonder,” pointing to a bean stack, 
“and strike the bloody blow.” When they ar- 
rived at the stack, to which they marched with a 
flag, the flagbearer laid his flag on the ground, 
and knelt down to pray. The other then put in, 
it is said, a lighted match, but Thoms seized it, 
and forbade it to burn, and the fire was not kin- 
dled. This, on their return to the company, was 
announced as a miracle. 


On Wednesday evening he stopped at the farm 
house of Bossenden, when the farmer, finding that 
his men were seduced by the imposter from their 
duty, sent for constables to have them apprehend- 
ed. Two brothers named Mears and another man 
accordingly went next morning, but on their ap-| 
proach ‘Thoms shot Nicholas Mears dead with a’ 
pistol, and aimed a blow at his brother with a 
dagger; whereupon the two survivors fled. At 
an early hour he was abroad with his followers, 
to the number of about forty, in Blossenden or 
Bleanwoods, which were to be the scene of the 
great demonstration on Sunday. The following 
is a description of the appearance and doings of 
the fanatics at this place. ‘Thoms undertook to 
administer the sacrament in bread and water to 
the deluded men who followed him. He told 
them on this occasion, as he did on many others, 
that there was great oppression in the land, and 
indeed throughout the world, but that if they 
would follow him, he would lead them on to 
glory. He depicted the gentry as great oppres- 
sors, threatened to deprive them of their estates, 
and talked of partitioning these into farms of forty 
or fifty acres, among those who followed him.— 
He told them he had come to earth on a cloud, 
and that on a cloud he should some day be re- 
noved from them; that neither bullets nor wea- 
vons could injure him or them, if they had but 
aith in him as their Saviour; and that if ten 
housand soldiers came against him they would 
sither turn to their side, or fall dead at his com- 
mand. ; 


‘At the end of his harangue, Alexander Foad, 
whose jaw was afterward shot off by the military, 
knelt down and worshipped him, so did another 
named Brankford. Foad then asked Thoms 
whether he should follow him in the body, or go 
home and fo!low him in heart. To this Thoms 
replied, ‘ Follow me in the body.’’ Foad then 
sprang on his feet in an ecstacy of joy, and with 
a voice of great exultation exclaimed, ‘Oh be 
joyful—Oh, be joyful! The Saviour has accept- 
ed me. Go on—go on; till I drop I'll follow 
thee!’ Brankford also was accepted as a fol- 
Jower, and exhibited the same enthusiastic fervor. 
At this time his denunciations against those who 
should desert him were terrific. Fire would 
come down from Heaven and consume them in 
this world, and in the next eternal damnation was 
to be their doom. His eye gleamed like a bright 
coal while he was scattering about these awful 
menaces. The eyewitness was convinced that 
at that moment Thoms would have shot any man 
dead who had ventured to quit his company.— 
After this mockery of religion was completed, a 
woodcutter went to Thoms, shook hands with 
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him, and asked him if it was true that he hadj)woman was apprehended, who was discovered 
shot the constable. ‘Yes,’ replied Thoms, coolly,| washing the face of Thoms, and endeavoring to 
‘1 did shoot the vagabond, and I have eaten a|pour water between his lips. Upon being inter- 
hearty breakfast since. 1 was only executing|rogated she declared that she had that day fol- 
upon him the justice of Heaven, in virtue of the lowed him for more than half a mile with a pail 
power which God has given me.’ ,of water, and her reason for it was, that he had 
The two repulsed constables had immediately | desired her, if he should happen to be killed, to 
proceeded to Fairhaven, for the purpose of pro-|pul some water between his lips, and he would 
curing fresh warrants and the necessary assist-|T8e again ina month. One of the prisoners, who 
ance. A considerable party of magistrates and had received a slight wound, told the commander 
other individuals now advanced to the scene of that he and the other men who were with Thoms 
murder, and about mid-day, (Thursday, May 31) would have attacked two thousand soldiers, as 
approached ‘Thoms’ party at a place called the| they were persuaded by him that they could not be 
Ozier-bed, where the Rev. Mr. Handley, the|#ot, and it was under this impression that they 
clergyman of the parish, and a magistrate, used| determined upon fighting.” 
every exertion to induce the deluded men to sur-|_ Another local observer reports: ‘* Such is the 
render themselves—but in vain. Thoms defied| veneration in which numbers have held Thoms, 
the assailants, and fired at Mr. Handley, who that various sums of money have been offered to 
then deemed it necessary to obtain military aid, Obtain a lock of his hair, and a fragment of the 
before attempting farther proceedings. A de-, blood-stained shirt in which he died. The wo- 
tachment of the 35th regiment, consisting of a, men, with whom he was a prodigious favorite, 
hundred men, was brought from Canterbury, un-| seek these relics with the greatest avidity, and are 
der the command of Major Armstrong. At the| “described as receiving them with the most enthu- 
approach of the military, ‘Thoms and bis men, Siastic devotion.” 
took up a position in Bossenden Wood, between) Two of the rioters were tried at Maidstone, on 
two roads. Major Armstrong divided his men the charge of being principals with Thoms, in the 
into two bodies of equal numbers, that the wood murder of Nicholas Mears, and found guilty.— 
might be penetrated from both these roads at Eight were tried on the ensuing day, charged 
once, so as to enclose the rioters: the one party With the murder of Lieutenant Bennett; they 
he took command of himself, and the other was Pleaded guilty, and received the appropriate sen- 
placed under the charge of a young lieutenant, tence. It was, however, thought proper that 
named Bennett. The magistrates who accom-|¢apital punishment should not be inflicted on 
panied the party gave orders to take Thoms, dead| these men, seeing that they had been acting un- 
or alive, and as many of his men as possible. der infatuation. 





The two parties then advanced into the wood| 
by opposite paths, and soon came witbin sight of! 
each other, close to the place where the fanatics 
were posted. A magistrate in Armstrong’s party 
endeavored to address the rioters, and induce 
them to surrender; but while he was speaking, 
the unfortunate Bennett had rushed upon his fate. | 
He had advanced, attended by a single private, 
probably for the purpose of calling upon the in-| 


surgents to submit, when the madman who led ; 

r + oe 4 ‘7 : hi 1 Mai. A . Alpacas, Paramettas, &c.; Very Shear Book Muslins and 
em advanced to meet hin, and Maj. J rmeatrong Handkerchiefs; Cap Crape and Crape Lisse; Silk Thule (a 

had just time to exclaim, “ Bennett, fall back, substitute for Gauze); Plain Shawls in great variety; Plain 

when ‘Thoms fired a pistol at him within a few Prints, 12) cents; and a good assortment of Handkerchiefs, 

yards of his body. Bennett had apprehended his “loves, &c., &e., 11mo. 7—tf. 32. 


danger, and had his sword raised to defend him-| HAT ar at ante 


| MANUFACTORY. 
self from the approaching maniac; a momentary 


‘ie ; 7 : MMOR KIMBER, Jr., HAT & CAP MANUFAC. 
collision did take place between him and _ his TURER, No. 34 N. Fourth street, (under the Mer- 
slayer; but the shot had lodged with fatal effect chants’ Hotel,) would respectfully call the attention of his 


in his side, and he fell from his horse a dead man. friends and the public to his fresh and general assortment 
Thoms fodeht for a few seconds with others of of Hats and Caps, finished and trimmed in the neatest 


] ; manner, and latest style. The quality, color, shape and 
the assailants, but was prostrated by a soldier at-| jeneral taste, will be found quite equal to any other in the 
tending Mr. Bennett, who sent a ball through his city, at the lowest prices, ranging from $1,50 to $4,50. 


brain. The military then poured ina general dis- E. K. has for many years paid particular attention to the 
charge of firearms on the followers of the impos- manufacture of PLAIN HATS, and feels confident that his 
tor, of whom nine were killed, and others severely |°zPerience in this branch of business will enable him to 

° ’ 3 er ’ | give his friends every satisfaction. 4mo. 4—tf.l 
wounded, one so much that he expired afterward. 


A charge was made upon the remainder, by the| CHOICE FAMILY FLOUR. 
surviving officer, and they were speedily ioe ne Subscriber respectfully informs his friends and the 
powered and taken into custody. public that he has opened a Flour and Feed Store, at 
A reporter of the Morning Chronicle newspa-| No. 35 North Fifth, near Arch Street, where he endeavors 
per, who was immediately after on the spot hanel? keep a supply of the most approved brands of Extra and 


: bgp Superfine Family Flour, Rye, Buckwheat, Indian, Oat, and 
the tragedy was acted, gave the following striking! Unbolted Wheat Meal, fresh from the Mills. Also, Corn, 


account of the local feeling on the occasion: — | Oats, Shorts, Dried Fruit, &c. CALEB CLOTHIER. 
‘The excitement which prevails here at Bolton) _N. B. Articles purchased at this Store delivered free of 
exceeds anything I ever beheld. It was evident) “h4'8® in any part of the city or districts. 4mo. 4—tf.1 
upon listening to the observations of the peasan-| oa at 
try, especially of females, that the men who have 
been shot are regarded by them as martyrs, while) | fom @1,50 1005. ‘The most perioet Instrament that 
their leader was considered, and is venerated, a8 can be procured, is here made use of. Students of this fas- 
a species of divinity. The rumor among them is, cinating Art furnished with Apparatus and Instruction. 

‘that he is to rise again on Sunday.’ Incredible; _ No. 54 Arch Street, Philada. 

as it may appear, | have been assured of this as) _°™m0- 23—tf8. R. DOUGLASS. 


a positive fact with respect to the utter folly and| PRINTING OFFICE 


meaoen of He tyiner SOneTs ROPE... OHN RICHARDS, Book and Job Printer, No. 299 
A more convincing proof of the fanaticism that) ,J Market Street, third door below Eighth, North Side.— 


prevails cannot be afforded than the fact that a) I> Job Printing executed with neatness and despatch. 


JOHNS & PAYNE, 
North-East corner of Fourth and Arch Streets, 
AVE now on hand a choice lot of FRENCH MERI- 
NOES, comprising 
Mode colors, of beautiful shades, 
Dark Mulberry and Cloth Blue, 
Invisible Greens and Olives, 
Jet and Blue Blacks, 
Mazarine Blue, Cherry and Scarlet. 


ALSO, Medium and Plain Style Cashmeres and Mous., 








HE Arch Street Gallery of the Daguerreotype. Prices 
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